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Analysis of 240 Cases of Medical Damage Liability Disputes Caused by Medication Error

HU Lin', GU Jiahui', DU Haoxin',BAO Qi', YU Aichen', LI Hao', FAN Ping’an', NIE Xiaoyan"*, SHI Luwen"’,
CHEN Jing"* (1. Dept. of Pharmaceutical Administration and Clinical Pharmacy, School of Pharmacy, Peking
University, Beijing 100191, China; 2. International Research Center of Pharmaceutical Administration, Peking
University, Beijing 100191, China)

ABSTRACT OBIJECTIVE: To study general characteristics and medication of medical damage liability disputes cases caused by
medication error, and to provide references for related departments and medical staff for preventing and reducing
medication-induced medical disputes. METHODS: A total of 240 cases of medical damage liability disputes cases caused by
medication error were collected from Peking University’ s Fabao Law Database during Jan. 2001 to Feb. 2020, and analyzed in
terms of general situation, damage outcome, level of the hospital involved, liability judgment and compensation, types of
medication error and drug types. RESULTS: medication-related medical damage liability disputes accounted for 25.3% of overall
medical damage disputes; the most damage result of patients was death (68.3% ) ; medical negligence forensic appraisal was
conducted as the main appraisal pattern with a proportion of 57.9% ; the average case compensation was 203, 000 yuan; the
hospitals involved were mainly tertiary hospitals (48.8% ) ; the main type of medication error involved was prescription error;
chemical medicine was mainly involved, of which the top three categories were systemic antibacterial, systemic corticosteroids and
antipsychotics. CONCLUSIONS: ADR caused by medication errors are the common causes of medical disputes. Medical
institutions should focus on improving the relevant systems and processes, strengthen the construction of pharmaceutical
information and automation system, and reduce the probability of medication errors; at the same time, great importance should be
paid to the cultivation of pharmaceutical talents in hospital, give full play to the role of pharmacists, and strengthen the monitoring
and intervention of medication errors. Finally, the relevant national judicial departments should constantly improve the settlement
mechanism of medical damage liability disputes to provide reasonable protection for both doctors and patients.
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Tab 1 Classification of hospital medication errors re-
commended by ASHP guidelines
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Tab 2 Identification methods and liability determina-
tion of medical damage liability disputes

caused by medication errors
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Tab 3 Compensation situation of medical damage lia-
bility disputes in hospitals at all levels due to
medication errors
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Tab 4 Compensation of medical damage liability dis-

putes caused by different types of medication
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Tab 5 Drug classification of top 10 case number of
medication error in the cases of medical da-
mage liability disputes
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Tab 6 Drugs of top 10 case number of medication error in the cases of medical damage liability disputes
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