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Research progress on the mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine intervening in esophageal cancer by
microRNA regulation

SHEN Zhiwen', LI Liqun®, XU Mingyao', LIU Xin', HUANG Jing', ZHANG Xiaoning', YIN Jiaqi', XIE Sheng’
(1. Graduate School, Guangxi University of Chinese Medicine, Nanning 530200, China;2. Dept. Two of Spleen
and Stomach Diseases, the First Affiliated Hospital of Guangxi University of Chinese Medicine, Nanning
530023, China)

ABSTRACT Esophageal cancer (EC) is a common malignant tumor of the digestive system with an extremely poor prognosis.
MicroRNA (miRNA) is an important regulator in tumor occurrence and development, and can participate in malignant biological
behaviors such as tumor cell proliferation, invasion, metastasis and apoptosis. Traditional Chinese medicine has the characteristics
of accurate curative effects, wide range of effects, and few side effects. The review uses miRNA as the entry point to
systematically elaborate on the mechanism of traditional Chinese medicine-mediated miRNA intervening in EC. The results showed
that active ingredients of traditional Chinese medicine (including curcumin, Tussilago farfara polysaccharides, Atractylodes
macrocephala polysaccharides and ophiopogonin B) and Dougen guanshitong oral liquid could up-regulate the expressions of
miRNAs such as miRNA-532-3p (miR-532-3p), miR-551b-3p, miR-99a, miR-34a, miR-199a-3p and miR-377; and the active
ingredients/parts of traditional Chinese medicine (including chrysin and Actinidia arguta extract) , and Chinese herbal formulas
(including Chaihu shugan san combined with Xuanfu daizhe decoction and Modified jupi zhuru decoction) could down-regulate the
expressions of miRNAs such as miR-199a-3p, miR-451 and miR-21, which could regulate the expressions of signaling pathways
(phosphoinositide 3-kinase/protein kinase B, etc.) or their downstream protein (zinc-finger and homeobox protein 1, etc.) or
enzymes (thymidine kinase-1, etc.), inhibit the proliferation, invasion and metastasis of EC cells and induce apoptosis, thereby
ultimately achieving the purpose of preventing the disease from aggravating.

KEYWORDS traditional Chinese medicine; esophageal cancer; microRNA; signaling pathway; target genes
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RNA, 7£ EC Sl B A0 sl 1835 1R N 34 52 B4 S Pl sl 22
PEZRIA 5 [ A Ay A i s s R -, OGRS e 1)
A R R SCEEVERY Y, AR EC R T

P HA ZHE 2R 2RI
ARk, ZIF R, T2 0] E S A 5 miRNA SR IR
FE W% IR BE AILES 3 i Al (phosphoinositide 3-kinase, PI3K)/
FE 18 B (protein kinase B, M FR Akt) 7TEN I £ - (5 5
3 %, o3 e A ) miRINA A R R Ui R DR s, AT
Z 5 M MG 5 R 28 R AT SRR AR W AT
L, I EC W kA R ES T, BT, AR SCLL
miRNA YA R, RS0 IR b 2438 5 4% miRNA 1%
IRHEI 1 EC RVEFIAILE] , AR EC 1R 77 XE 2 1 28
PRALHT L
1 miRNA5ECHXZ&

miRNA | VZAA7E T B 2 rp s B AR sr i Ak
i R /N T RNA, AT R SRR L 2
YHMIIEEE Al DA T RIS B S Y, miRNA H
ERIE s I I 2 5 BC W & kR, Hop
miRNA-21(miR-21) .miR-34a . miR-199a-3p Ji: h 4t .
1.1 miR-215EC

53¢ 48 1, miR-21 75 EC9706 4l i i 52 7 3 /&
KO, SEE A 1Y miR-21-5p Al E i T PR Y
PTEN .PDCD4 %% 51755 EC A0 i kg 5 , 41 il L4
T, NI BUEC A R | 5842 B 55 A7 24 ) 1) SRS
PETRFE O, d T W, miR-21 & —Fp s K 7, Hgek
B TH 5 S EC KA & SR I B EEHLH] 2 — , T I miR-21
FEARFTREIEIAYT EC Gk,
1.2 miR-34a 5EC

miR-34a 7£ EC 1 LA AH XS ik AT ss 48, &
SCHE AR T, TRl B 55— PR 7 p53 1) B4R
SEARAR . Y miR-34a # pb3 TG 5 , A i i) 1 2 14
H I 4 (cyclin-dependent kinase 4, CDK4) .CDKG6 . Jii]
% 1 D1 (cyclin D1) . B 41 Jifd #k & 98 2 (B-cell lym-
phoma-2, Bel-2) F 8 I FR3A , A EC 40 M0 Ji i R 45
W A ST, SR, R miR-34a i ik
Al E R PR AL T SZ KA 1 (programmed death-ligand
1,PD-L1) 4 H A FIAIKF-, 30T EC 40 i) fe e i i , M
736 G i3 240 B AR N Bt — 2B 1 o0 ik
AL I, R ) miR-34a 78 EC 40 () 223k, AT BH
15 EC #E R, WOz A B ECTRYT I EZEY) AL
1.3 miR-199a-3p 5EC

miRNA F& A B 1y b2 i i [ B & AR g A
I RE U , NI 5200 EC 1Y & D7 1) . A IS

TEZG 20244555 35 5 8 1

fi i, miR-199a-3p 7E AU AT EC 40 b & & kik, b
W miR-199a-3p [ 38 W] A LR Ui (%) R 11 PR Uk il 4 3Rk
KSR B, DTN EC 4 AR 0T OHIRPTHE . R,
5 — TG AF 58 ) 7R , miR-199a-3p 75 EC 4 Jif v A 3%
ik, b8 miR-199a-3p 72 ik 7K - AT 41l Wi L sh 9y 75 A B
Z %5 H (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR ) i %
5T T EC 41 M3 5E (258 e RS R
Yi2FAT Y f el W, miR-199a-3p 7E AR F A
X BC Ay A& Je vl i 31 58 4 40 S 0 1 dn o] 3 ik 9
miR-199a-3p (1) 3¢ 1A LA ZERF EC 41 AR 98 K () - £l
{HEARRAIE

1 AT L, miR-21, miR-34a ., miR-199a-3p 7 EC &
Az R R VE L G, Rt ik =3 i ek ml ik
— 25U R U 0 B S SRR i 25k, A TTT RS 58 EC
20 AR X Ak 245 0 (R SRR L B EC 4N Y 1 i 1R 2B
5eR , INIMTSCBIAELE BC YRR B Y
2 miRNA F¥i1 EC BIFL I
2.1 miRNABIETESERNRIEZIEC

miRNA 51553 i =2 [8] /) 1 5 P[RR F X il EC
B JEA R EE B, 5 miRNA 515518 5% 2 18] A9 AR
FHAG TR, D00 AT 38 B A5 53 B rh G B o TR I S i
MFEEC kA & B, BA ZWHEYE %P, miR-93-
5p.miR-92a-3p . miR-302a ¥4 X§ EC % i#F Ji& 5 A7 # i 1
F, HAE FAIL 6 55 300 PISK/ Akt (553 43876  BELAS
Jed A MR B A U, miR-194 78 EC 7 20 i A0 3k 0
FEAN M b AR 5K, bR L3R5k T Sl i) WntB-15 2K 11
(B-catenin ) {55538 [ AV , MTTTT RELAS: EC U 20 L Fi-lE
VHE A L A 1G58 AR 28 e S F FRTE B, S &AMl EC
HERE ) Zhang 25" WF 5 & B, miR-4286 75 EC 2H 27} 241
Jif H ¥ S R, R YRR A WA R ] EC 48 A Y
Bl S22 RS T AT EE EC 4 Ay T, H L 5 miR-
4286 i Janus L1 2 (Janus kinase 2, JAK2)/ME 55 5
N B sETE AL IR T 3 (signal transducer and activator of tran-
scription 3, STAT3) {5 Sl A K

AT U, PISK/Akt . Wnt/B-catenin . JAK 2/STAT3 /2
miRNA 5 i EC &4 KB 3 4% F 245 5l B .
miRNA A 38 18 #06 sl 0 1 135 5 38 1% i 5% 9 EC 41
LA A AT R, NI EC I R 2E VR TR
2.2 miRNABTAT THFEASEERNFRIEHINEC

miRNA A 38 & 7] F 7 (5 { RNA (message RNA,
mRNA ) 14 FH18 i fE i H R A 2 RO 2Ok IR 7 R liF A
FIEERY 235, TS 598 EC 4 45 R 28
AT 2 R . BFSE B0, miR-125b 13355 H R ik
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I 240 e AR S B T 1R DGR 1 XL (hematopoietic cell-
specific protein 1-associated protein X-1, HAX-1) . Bcl-2
&4 R 1 (Bel-2 modifying factor, BMF) fit] 3 1A & 71 A
K TEECHRAST , i 3235 19 miR-125b AT 10 1 2 14 14
B R I E S AR T, SO AE B 1 M1 (fork-
head box M1, FOXM1) J& miR-34a 4 [n] I8 4% 19 ¥4 5%
+, IR SZ B0 0T A7 R EC 20 Y 1 58 A
e, NIk B 4E 22 BEC #F /Y H 1™, miR-126-5p 1]
i CDK6 fyZ 2ok i EC 40 Ay e s A28
miR-148a-3p 7F EC 4 it St i R ARAS , TR A ]
AR DNA RS 1 33k , DT BELAT EC 41 2
HETE (R ZEIH AL BEA ML T, miR-542-3p A] Lhid o
TR OTU S5 M sl Y72 RIEELE & 8 1 1 iRk kil
EC I f=28 JL™ ™,

H G AT DL, miRNA R4 S fle 98 sl 8 A5, Jd 5 4
5 1T e A 1 BB 1Y R KR S ) EC 4N AR Y 1 4 L (2
2 AR T AR AT N
3 HZ5iE#E miRNA T EC H1E AHLH

HRAE BC 1yl PRAF L, vh B 0 Sy “ I g e 28
“RCE IEE AR AR A I SRR G R A AL
TR AEMOIRES T RBOIE I, s A IE AU,
2 U I A T BEIR YT BC Z2 U IR 45
AT AR O e EE

i HA 2R 2R 2R TR
PR ECIRYT J5 W7 80 s , A 45 25 50y Wy o BE il e T
BENJRi B A b7/ DY 95 s s U AR 1 L T S 2 i N o
YIRS S5 o A, & Z R0k iy b 2552 05 /b
AP ECYE , an SRS £ 18 1 IR S BT
TR AT 2% o SCHRGE , rh 2l e A0y R L iR 7
EC Y722 , HAEHIBLH] v] fE -5 HIR P A ¢ miRNA T
TEf5 5 am i AR B A T8, N5 S 4 0 2, 4
A0 ML 5 AR ZR RN RS AR C™
3.1 HEHRA /AR miRNA FHEC
3.1.1 PR

HERAE ) AT R b B R Bt
e AT BTSRRI TEY . B R R R
L) A B 8 rp R I — b B S AL B, A PR
PRSI BEFE B, A 3 T LA R 4 miR-
199a-3p 1 1k ok $2 /51 B 45 A1 [R] R HE 85 1 1 (zine-finger
and homeobox protein 1, ZHX1)mRNA K & £k, A
A ZCM i ECO706 4 ff i 5 A 28, LR WR
THEAE Y, BAYUME SUE SR, AT T
miR-532-3p . miR-551b-3p i) 35 K, B Bel-2  F6 i
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4 J& 5 M1 B 2 (matrix metalloproteinase 2, MMP2) |
MMP9 ., cyclin D1 # i & Akt (phosphorylated Akt, p-
Akt) Akt AR IRACE T EC 40 ML )34 58 A=
2 FR IS A T
3.1.2 LWk

ZWEIE L BA B A PR TR S 2 AR
FHE S X F A ST PR A AL 20T 1l EC 4l ) & 81
miR-99a 7F EC 4 fifd i 5t 5o Fe R3S M R 1k PI3K . p-
Akt cyclin D1 \MMP2 . MMP9 75 [ it 3¢ 1k /K -4 i 25 [
I, KA AL ZHET W EC MA/E VLT AT e S A
miR-99a F ik | FH A% PISK/Akt i B A5 5-4% 3, il 21
RIS FE AR A G, HARZHEE NP AR AR
PRI ZHER Ly, B T S B SR
A _E 3 miR-34a (33X, 3@ F 98 PD-L1 # H & mRNA
Y FRIB AN EC 40 M ) S e kit , AT AEH EC MITETE S
PEIRIT 259
3.1.3 AWk

AR — 2 A 2 2 A M A S RS
Yy, AR TSR R O PR S 2
TEPUIMIRE BT AE Y SR8 551 2 07 A 98 HI AR,
T SO — Pl P RE AR M, FEORIE T O RME
Y & 5 S B, OB UE SC T R i Y
R XUFTAFE G A IR, v 26 ] R I EC 48 A
T, HHAE FIPLE AT RE 5 E M miR-433-3p £ik | T
JAIRE B 1 A %0 3 RAD21 2R 1 S mRNA ik
AR iR T H RS AYm, 7T miR-138 ik,
TR A A K 3R mRNA S 3R A, 465 EC 4 Xk
ST ) ) U
3.1.4 Rk

BRI EG YR ZPMEGE D 250 FE R, BT
IR PLR G PG PEY . m A AT D A AR R
By —Fp i S 2R 3, BT B miR-142-5p f I,
REAR A% 5% S TR 7 21 & 2 #H 5 I F 2 (nuclear factor-
erythroid 2-related factor 2, Nrf2) | Ifil 1 & fil A i 1 (heme
oxygenase-1, HO-1) ,CDK1 . cyclin B1 ., #l £ 55 %l 2 (N-
cadherin) | P I 8 (A9 FR IR K-, B8 50 240 1 ) A 2 44 ot
PESBEN I R p21 2 MR TR WA R G L
BHOCHEA 1R#3B [ AWM CHF5 FEHELA
W AH O H p62 G M4 Bel-2 M 56 X i H R 8 g
3. L 455 % (E-cadherin) B9 R IA K-, NI 753 EC 4H
PRI T I L o 4 S I R AR, 2 A R B —
PRIEAMAELM B RAEGY, vTE i 4 miR-
199a-3p #2ik | [ K N-cadherin ¢34 7K #% E-cadherin
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PR AN H EC N6 , PO il EC aF 2™,
RERSE B B ORIR T2 R Ak 4 3 RSN i 52 2%
B sk B A ala ad B miR-29¢ #6352 F-box
31 mRNA K3 1 #A KRN EC 4 R 28
PEFEHIE T, TS EC 4N A1k PR 25
3.1.5 i

I T R B P P A A ) EL A B (R B R
YER™, W52 & B0, rE g RE4R B bR T HA PRk R
YEFIZ A1, B BBk miR-302 2 [R]47 ] PISK/Akt 5 538
AT, DT & I ) EC 4N 5 R 28 RS ROAE
FHY . HERLAR SR U B P BC VR I, %A ) 2 Bl i
T miR-451 (Y FE3k ] EC 20 A 3 AR s

PLEVESS R FEECIRE T, AR HLBHB
25 22 b o 25 SO 43 A AN B R 2 R B T 3 ok 9
miRNA IR TS0 T IS 5l s 5 55 8l
IR AN T b AN ARG 5 (258 RS R g
ki, I FANMLA T, T R AR AE
3.2 HZHEFH/FHZFEE miRNA FH EC

T2 s IS T 2R R L 2 T RE A
PRSI o AR A I IRV T R R 2R
SR B ISP T R RZ 58 I 97697 EC 1Y
airp 2R . 2RI R I, 2 AR 1 iR
W T 15 , EC 40 M rh miR-377 9335 7K 7 25 i, 1fi
BN B AR R P R kKO B R AR EC 206 1 1 5
VE R 32 30 08 @AM, HLPE TR0 B, R 2
7T fE 38 A 1 0 miR-377 4 3 3 K 0 EC 40 i f4 14
VI B 7R R

S B RO B AR 4 102 70 e A ol v
JE A Rt AR DT, BT o A IR, T 225
JHFRRA, RN R 280, ARG IR 2 B, S T
HORUIE B A T T S 2 RIS K BV EC B i 25 1Y)
e I R T P miR-21 I FE KRR IE BT A
BT EC BIALHI AT AE 54 5 miR-21 1l £ 55 41 S oRg
YT A

R AT b A (A g ), B 25 SR
T B Ik 110 =2 Tl , 4y 2P E IR I F AM T et
AR T NTE RMATANT o I RIS & B0, ARG B
Vriniz B R 22 22 FT LA P8 e EC 835 13 H miR-
451, Bcl-2 ., %) I # B 1 (thymidine kinase-1, TK-1) . cy-
clin D1 4 f 2 1 19 F B bR 40 R b I i 2k 7k
- 4 B EC HIDGHLIE 4 . PTEN 78 (1 (0325 /K, #2750
AT B A R A BR 2 2 ] R I miR-451 ik, Jdi /b il
bR AR R, T I S AR R 2 D S, M
RAEX EC HIRI TR,

TEZG 20244555 35 5 8 1

A IBBURIAYT EC &My LTS N R TT
EC. WF5e &3, JR IRELrT i T I miR-21 &P HESET
ZAR AR, AP R F PTEN 2 H & mRNA 1) %
T T {240 A R A5, DT R FEAE 9% EC R (A D)™
R, v /NS AT o i — 2B 5% & 3, miR-133a 7 EC
A S AR IRRAS A I HOU AT | 9% miR-133a 1Y 3R
ik, N Akt .mTOR & 19 35 , $oR i & T LU i
78 miR-133a &35 , #i] PISK/Akt/mTOR {5 53 4 14
T, AT RHLAS EC 20 MBS 78, 5 S AN 1=, A SEk
PR, 15] EC 4H %% Y miR-133a 5548149 3 W] B (e ) s I il
T, X8 4 A R T BRI SOVE ARG A B A A
FEST AR IR FH R n] WL, i RS A miR-133a 410
il EC i J&& ] i 2 38 0 41 1] Akt/mTOR 3 J% {5 55 4% 5 ,
V)2 B B4 - A BRI T 0 T 40 B R ST o

IR SIS UE S, AR B IR S S
T A HE T N RAT B T4 | IR Rl A
miRNA 8% T i3 505 50 Bk 15 5 EC AL A 1,
P g, DR BIAESE ECHF R H Y .
4 ZiE

UEAEAR VR Ry il e A R0 i a2 v ) B s
F, miRNA #2235 T 1258 . B IESE B 32 0], miRNA
£ EC YA S5 HLsE R v A SCSVE T, S5 i & A
R VBV . A SGE A o 25 R8O8R L 2R
J5/H 2 T 10 EC 40 i sl 3 W SE B kA T IR AN 3 BT S &
B, T2 RS AL 2 5 R 2 T L i R A
miRNA K #0542 45 PISK/Akt 78 P (95538 % , sk /- &
PTEN % FFFE R ZHX1 45 8 A LA S TK-1 45 T i
il 5 Y 2 TR R 5 EC MR T2, 0] EC 4 135 58 =
FER

2+ BEC HA 25 ik SRR
NN TR RIZ BT R B R R . SR
M, P 2578+ miRNA Tl EC B30 HFSEAT LA LAl 52 56
R 3= i 2 A DG RUESE , R BRI UE X AR EC B iR 1)
LAVE A R R B P R SR R HE M HRIE IR IR S5 M
SEAE FIHLHI AT IR SR , AR Hh = 25 B AR R e BT
EC & M. UL, AR F o, gl AE
A W9 0 FE Al L ARSI A RSN R P SERF 9T, [R] A
T AT EC A4 I AR B IE , 45 BRAC 22 27 5 30 BIF 9 R A
ghh BT 2B RE T EC M5 B Fl miRNA /E AL
HIBIESE , iz AR W5 B2 2 25 25 B S5 R
R A MBAZ 38 EC B2 W sk 5 A5 7 4, 3 4 1 548
EC 1P 25 /F A A, LIV 280 ECIRYT IS B it iy
MR 15
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